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CONFIDENTIAL MARSEILLE 0027 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB PINT MMOL FR 

SUBJECT: UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS IN THE MIDI 

1 . RECENTLY PUBLISHED FIGURES AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IN THE 
LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON AND PROVENCE-COTE D'AZUR REGIONS HAVE 
IMPRESSED LOCAL POLITICIANS AND MAN ON THE STREET WITH SERIOUSNESS 
OF UNEMPLOYMENT SITUATION. SPECIAL REPORT IN "MIDI LIBRE” 
(MONTPELLIER) STATES ONE WAGE EARNER IN SEVEN IS NOW AFFECTED 

IN LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON WITH TOTAL OF JOBLESS OVER 50,000. 

OFFICIAL INFORMATION BULLETIN OF THE "BUREAU REGIONAL SOCIAL" 
(PROVENCE-COTE D'AZUR) FOR FOURTH QUARTER OF 1975 LISTS 80,000 
UNFILLED JOB APPLICATIONS AGAINST 70,859 IN JUNE 1975. 

2. VINTNER UNREST IN LANGUEDOC-ROUSSILLON AND CUTBACK IN STEEL 
PRODUCTION AND METALWORKING INDUSTRIES OF BOUCHES-DU-RHONE 
HAVE AGGRAVATED REGIONAL SITUATION AND PROVIDED ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
AMMUNITION TO COMMUNIST PARTY AND CGT. COMMUNIST DAILY 

"LA MARSEILLAISE" OF JANUARY 19 CLAIMED 50,000 UNEMPLOYED IN 
BOUCHES-DU-RHONE ALONE AND ATTACKED "ARBITRARY" REDUCTION IN 
WORK HOURS BY SOLMER (STEEL PRODUCTION) AND OTHER LOCAL FIRMS. 
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3. REGIONAL PREFET PIERRE SOMVEILLE ACKNOWLEDGED SERIOUSNESS 
OF SITUATION DURING RECENT CONVERSATION AND SAID CRISIS WAS 
PARTICULARLY ACUTE AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE WHO MAKE UP 48 PERCENT 
OF UNEMPLOYED. HE STATED THE ONLY TWO IMPORTANT LOCAL INDUSTRIES 
NOT EXPERIENCING CUTBACKS AND PERSONNEL PROBLEMS ARE 
SNIAS (AEROSPATIALE) AT MARIGNANE AND SHIPBUILDING YARDS 
AT LA CIOTAT. SNIAS, WITH 6,900 EMPLOYEES, REFLECTS IMPORTANCE 
OF FRANCE'S ARMS EXPORT INDUSTRY, PRODUCING WIDE VARIETY OF 
MILITARY HELICOPTERS (LE LAMA, LA GAZELLE, LE PUMA, LE SUPER 
FRELON, LE WESTLAND ETC.) WITH APPROXIMATELY 86 PERCENT 
OF ITS PRODUCTION DESTINED FOR FOREIGN SALES. THE SHIPYARDS 
AT LA CIOTAT ARE CURRENTLY WORKING AT CAPACITY BUT THE CGT 
CLAIMS THAT NO CONSTRUCTION ORDERS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BEYOND 
1980 AND PREDICTS A SLUMP. PREFET SOMEVEILLE HAS EXPRESSED 
CONCERN THAT 1977 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS MAY PUT A COMMUNIST MAYOR 
IN LA CIOTAT, A DEVELOPMENT HE FEELS WILL INCREASE LOCAL LABOR 
PROBLEMS AND POLITICAL TENSIONS. 

SIMPSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: UNEMPLOYMENT, DATA 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MARSEI00027 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760025-0573 
From: MARSEILLE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 32/aaaabbrf.tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <12 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS IN THE MIDI 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, MMOL, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



